Inauguration with Exhibition and Cultural Program
Inaugural Cultural Program in Association with ICCR
Wayang Kulit by Artists from Bali (Indonesia) On Indraprastha Katha

This journey into past was followed by the colorful cultural
program, which started with a powerful Anthem devoted to
Indraprastha's glory and signi? cance. Then came the
spectacular Wayang Kulit by 15 artists from Bali, Indonesia.
Felicitation of Dr Subramanian Swamy

Felicitation of Gen G.D.Bakshi

They performed the centuries old Folk of South East Asia
through which the artists there still narrate the history of
Mahabharata and Ramayana. The program was well
anchored by actor Abhinav Chaturvedi and an inspiring
inaugural address was delivered by Dr. Subramanian
Swamy who had been felicitated by the Draupadi Dream
Trust along with dignitaries such as Prof. B.B Lal, Gen. G.D
Bakshi, representatives from the Indonesian Embassy and
ICCR.
Then the artists from Bali, Indonesia were felicitated by the
honorable Chief Guest Dr Swamy. Earlier, Prof. B.B Lal
enlightened us with his deep knowledge and experience in
excavations at Indrapat / Purana Quila or Indraprastha's
history.

Prof B.B.Lal, renowned archaeologist sharing his
experiences of excavating Purana Quila in 1954-55, and
proving Purana Quila is Indraprastha.

Felicitation of Mr Dalton, Deputy Chief of Indonesian
Embassy at New Delhi
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Felicitation of Mrs Rizali Wilmar Indrakesuma
W/O Indonesian Ambassador at India

Inaugural Cultural Program

Wayang Kulit Artists from Bali Indonesia, in action
Shadow Theatre Wayang Kulit, via which artists narrate
the making of Indraprastha.

The evening ended on a pleasant note as the audience gained
great insight into history of Indraprastha, the ? rst ancient city
at our capital. The programs showcased the importance of
Heritage, and its signi? cance in our lives. A thrilled Ms.
Neera Misra gave the Vote of Thanks, and expressed her
gratitude to sponsors, ICCR, Indonesian Embassy for hosting
the artists, venue providers ASI, artists for their marvelous
performance, the students from DSC and NIEM and the
audience for the grand success of the inauguration of the 1st
Indraprastha Festival, at the very place of original
Indraprastha.

Dr Subramanian Swamy felicitates lead artist
from Bali, Made Sidia

Actor Abhinav Chaturvedi anchors the grand cultural
evening celebrating Indraprastha
Dr Subramanian Swamy and Gen G.D. Bakshi encourage
the performers with a group photo.
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Special Program

A) The Indraprastha Anthem VIDEO was shown sung by
Kashyap and Aryan, Lyrics by Ms Neera & Aryan, Music
by Aryan, video by Mohit and team Shibani.
B) A very scholary Film on Indraprastha was specially made
by IGNCA in solidarity with and contribution with our 1st
Indraprastha Festival.
C) On 22nd Nov evening Drapadi Dream Trust Presented its production DRAUPADI dialogue between
Krishna and Draupadi on status of Draupadi and women. It was based on writings of Ms ANTARKATAHA,
a Neera Misra, very sensitively translated into Hindi by writer Akbar Rizvi, Kathak Dancers Sadanand
Biswas and Akansha portrayed the emotions very effectively.

Sadanand Biswas as Krishna
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Dialogue between Krishna and Draupadi

Akansha as Draupadi

Meeting Prominent Women Activists

Women Power
February 2017
Meeting Prominent Women Activists

A brief evening interaction was organized at the residence of Smt Tara
Gandhi Bhattacharjee, Chairperson Kasturba Gandhi Trust along with
a Smt Taslima Nasreen, novelist and activist from Bangladesh.
The two hour long interaction covered various aspects of Cultural
status, influences and Cultural Continuity of sub-continents family and
women life-styles. Smt Tara Gandhi shared very reminisces of hers,
throwing light on the on her own mother and grandmothers. She thus
covered three generations of women's perspective.
Smt Taslime Nasreen dwelt on her own personal experience of
National and International women and men's attitude understanding.
she was very vocal of liberated women's right for individuality and
identity. She also shared her contradictions with the Mullas and
Maulvi's, who she felt were not always giving a correct picture about
teachings of religions and sects.

With Taslima Nasreen achvists
from Bangla Desh

The brief points of outcome that emerged were
1.

Women in the asian subcontinent were always more independent
than other western nations.

2.

Ancient women of the continent enjoyed much more freedom
then even today.

3.

Women activists should be more cohesive and come together for
larger benefit , especially political empowerment.

4.

Political and economic empowerment is the key to social
empowerment and enhanced status of women.

5.

Gender issues should not be dealt in isolation to men, as men 's
attitude is integral to women's parity with them.

With Smt Tara Gandhi Bhattacharjee,
Chairperson Kasturba Gandhi Trust
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Draupadi Antarkatha
Cultural
Evening
DETAILS a
FOR
INVITATION
CARD 26 March 2017

Concept: Draupadi is revered amongst the Panch Kanya (five pure women). She is considered the ideal woman
by Late Shri Ram Manohar Lohia. While scholars and philosophers have written volumes in Draupadi's praise,
the general public somehow has little knowledge about her trials, tribulations and contribution in upholding the
principles of justice, equality, human dignity, velour and role in highlighting women's status. Yet, the common
perception remains derogatory towards this powerful Queen of the Pandavas. Why? Is it because she has the grit
to challenge the might of the largest empire, when her modesty was attacked? Is it because the individuality of a
liberated progressive woman is never accepted by persons of medieval mindsets? Her deep rooted cultural
upbringing makes her stand out as an icon for all progressive women of all times. To understand her 'pain and
turmoil', and the multiple misperceptions created about her, to her being so badly treated by society, we present
Draupadi's Antakatha. This was penned by Miss Neera Misra, based on her personal experiences on perceptions
about this iconic personality.
Draupadi Antarkatha is an abridged version from the writings of Ms Neera Misra, (Chairperson-Trustee of
Draupadi Dream Trust) on Draupadi.
In this extract, Draupadi is haunted by reverberations of multiple misperceptions perpetrated about her, through
centuries. She is pained and calls out to her dear friend Sri Krishna to share her 'atarkatha' and remove the
misperceived ideas in the mind of the average person. Through a dialogue that brings out her agony, and also
helps put many things in proper perspective, she questions many misbeliefs. Progressing through her tale,
Krishna shows us her strengthens and character and the knowledge churning that awakens the youth, and once
again reverberates with praise for Draupadi as the icon of progressive women.
Shri Akbar Mahfooz Alam Rizvi, writer-poet, who works with Sageet Natak Academy, GOI, has very sensitively
captured her thoughts from the writings of Ms Neera Misra, for Hindi adaption of this 30 minutes Dance Drama.
Rajender Films New Delhi have helped us with Recording & track
The Voice-over artists are: Akashvaani Artist Madhumita Khan as Draupadi, and Abhinav Chaturvedi as
Krishna.

Lighting of the Lamp at Inauration by
Smt Tara Gandhi Bhattacharyra Chairperson
Kasturba Gandhi Trust
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Lighting of the Lamp at Inauration by
Shri S.K.Goel DG ICCR (Retd)

Amt Stuti Kacker former Secretary Govt of India,
lighting the Lamp, with Lt Gen V.K. Chaturvedi

Draupadi Antarkatha a Cultural Evening 26th March 2017

Dr Sachidananda Joshi
Member Secretary IGNCA
Welcoming the Dignitaries Guests

Neera Misra sharing her thoughts on
how she wrote the story of Draupadi

Draupadi Making a Point
Aggressively to Krishna

Compeer Himani Joshi Giving Vote of Thanks

Happy Moments for Draupadi as
Krishna narrates her Divine Qualities

Draupadi Raises Questions
Misperceptions about her
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