Kolkata Program Highlights

DRAUPADI Dream TRUST

Connecting With
“The Mahabharata: Cities, War, Art
29th May – 1st June 2015, Kolkata
Objectives: To provide an Educative platform and
expose the students community and general public
to some aspects of our ancient civilization. The
effort is to cultivate a better understanding and
appreciation of our Composite Cultural Heritage.
Brief Synopsis: Most ancient Civilization’s History
and Literature arouse various emotions in people
and form the basis of understanding and learning’s
from the past. This is because they also act as a
mirror, and become a basis of connecting to the roots
of human, social, political and cultural evolution of
nations and its values & philosophy.
Literature and History are a reflection of society, of a
period in the history of a nation, and, like legendary
personalities, legendary Literature and History
become larger than life. Our Epics fall in this category.
As recently as 1947, Albert Einstein had said about
Mohan Das Karamchand Gandhi that ‘Generations to
come will scarce believe that such a one as this ever
in flesh and blood walked upon this earth’. Some
personalities, some happenings in the evolution of
nations become so unique and are rich with such
high values, and are yet so true to life, that they blur
the lines between Reality and Imagination. We find it
difficult to believe that such persons ever existed or
such incidents actually happened in the history of a
country. The same seems to be true about the ideas
some people have regarding many things related to
Ancient India. We see this most prominently in the
way a lot of the present generation looks at its two
famous and popular Epics - The Ramayana and The
Mahabharata.

While Ramayana is the mirror of the life of Ram (Ramayena), heir to the Ayodhya Kingdom of north India
and is a treatise on the political and interpersonal
relationships of families, The Mahabharata, as its
name suggests, encompasses the whole of the
Aryavarta region and is a fight against falling value
systems in all fields, and explains the supremacy of
‘right Karma’ for sustaining dignified human life on
this planet.
To understand this, and to create awareness of the
research findings of scholars, through scientific
methodology, of our Archaeologists, Historians and
Sanskrit Scholars, and Art Historians, we positioned
this Travelling Exhibition and organized a Lecture,
to cultivate better understanding of, and promote
appreciation for cultural aspects of ancient Indian
History and Civilization. The Topic was “Connecting
With The Mahabharata: Cities, War & Arts”. This
Epic is a milestone in the history of Ancient India
and is a very crucial link to our prevailing civilization
ethos and value systems. We aimed to enrich the
knowledge of our younger generation and also
create a proper understanding, and respect for
India’s common heritage. The students and general
public were exposed to knowledge from the different
aspects of India’s past of Dwapar Era, and helped
them in their learning process about India’s history
and culture.
The program was organized in association withASI
(East Zone) & I LEAD Institute, Kolkata
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Inauguration of Exhibition on The Mahabharata
by Hon: Member of Parliament Shri Abhijit
Mukherjee on May 29th 2015, at kolkata, in the
presence of dignitaries Dr. B.R.Mani ADG ASI
(retd) Dr. R.K Misra Reg. DG (East) ASI,
Shri Ashok Bhatnagar, ADG (retd) Meterilogy
Dept. and Trust Members.

Dignitaries Taking a Journey into
Mahabharata Era Art & Cultural.

Draupadi Trust Presenting taken
ofappreciation to dignitaries.
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Draupadi Trust Presenting taken
of appreciation to dignitaries.

Chief Guest Shri Abhijit Mukherjee, MP,
addressing the Inaugural Session.
Chairperson Draupadi Trust Ms Neera Misra
Welcoming the dignitaries and participants

Presentation by

Observations by Dr. P.K.Mishra, Reg. Dir.(East)ASI.
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Presentation by Dr. B.R. Mani, ADG (retd)ASI, on
Archaeological Funding of MBH Era.

Presentation by Shri Ashok Bhatnagar on
Astronomeal Dating of Mahabharata War.

Some Visitors at the Exhibition

Giplses of the Exhibition.
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Giplses of the Exhibition.
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