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“The Indus-Saraswati (Harappan) Civilization vis-a-vis The Ròigveda”
26th – 28th March, 2015, India International Center New Delhi
Day 1 - 26th March’ 2015 (6:00 to 7:55pm)
Session 1: Welcoming and Inaugural

The warm welcoming and
registration of the participants.

The Candle lighting ceremony was
done by our Guest of Honour.

Presenting the memento to our Guest
of Honor Dr. Rakesh Tiwari, DG, ASI

Keynote address by Prof. B. B. Lal,
DG (Retd.), ASI

The third International Seminar of
Draupadi Trust was on the topic of “The
Indus-Saraswati (Harappan) Civilization
viz-a-viz The Ròigveda”. With the support
of Ministry of Culture, Government of
th
India, ICCR and SAIL, it was held from 26
to 28 th March 2015, at India International
Centre (IIC).

Presenting the award to
Dr. Mahesh Sharma,
Honorable Minister of Culture,
Tourism and Civil Aviation, GOI.

The seminar was inaugurated by Dr.
Mahesh Sharma, Honorable Minister of
Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation in the
presence Dr. Rakesh Tewari, DG,
Archaeological Survey of India, Dr Bal
Mukund ji of Itihas Sankalan, Shri B.B. Lal,
Former DG, Archaeological Survey of
India over twenty-four International and
national invited speakers, and a hall full of
scholars from various fields.
Welcoming
the dignitaries
and
participants Ms Neera Misra Chairperson,
Draupadi Trust, began by saying Culture is
the soul of any nation and India’s Cultural
Identity comes from its rich ancient
civilization and Rig-Veda. She conveyed
to Hon Minister the need to give more
focus of Research exploration, excavation
and preservation of sites related to the rich
ancient Indian History and culture,
especially requesting his support for
attention to Kamiplya, the birthplace of
Draupadi, Mahabharata Cultural Tourism
Circuit, Panchala University for Culture
Heritage Studies, and recognition to

Welcoming the dignitaries and
participants by Ms. Neera Misra,
Chairperson Draupadi Trust.

Inaugural speech by Dr. Mahesh Sharma,
Hon. Minister, Ministry of Culture,
Tourism & Civil Aviation, GOI

Dr. Rakesh Tiwari, DG, ASI,
Guest of Honour addressing the audience.
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archaeologists and persons working for ancient cultural studies.
Keynote address by Guest of Honor Shri B. B. Lal, the doyen of
Indian Archaeology focused on the misperceptions about Aryan
identity in which he conclusively proved that Aryans were
indigenous people of Bharata and never came from anywhere else.
Honorable Minister of Culture, Shri Mahesh Sharma, in his inaugural
address spoke eloquently about the importance of spreading
awareness of our of cultural traditions of respecting the girl child and
women, which he stressed will come from each of us and the society.
Dr Bal Mukund, Itihas Sankalan,
Guest of Honour addressing
the audience.

Dr Bal Mukund ji showed his great admiration at the tremendous
work of Draupadi Trust in highlighting issues of Cultural Identity of
India and women’s status.

Day 2 – 27th March’ 2015 (9:00am to 5:30pm)
Session 2: Identification of the Saraswati River and its History
Chaired by: Dr. Lokesh Chandra, Chairman, ICCR
Speakers: Prof. Michel Danino (IIT, Gandhi Nagar) and Dr. B. K. Bhadra (Sr. Scientist, ISRO)

th

Dr. Lokesh Chandra,
Chairman, ICCR chaired the session 1

th

During the next two days (27 -28 March) Academic
Sessions were held, which followed a logical pattern that arrived at
the linkages between archaeological excavations, linguistic
evidences and the Aryan people. It began with Identification of
Saraswati River, by Prof Michel Danino, of IIT Gandhi Nagar and
Dr B. K. Bhadra Senior Scientist at ISRO, who showed
SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCES of Saraswati River, This academic
session, was chaired by Dr. Lokesh Chandra, Chairman of the
Indian Council of Cultural Relations, with the theme “Identification
of the Saraswati River and its History”. The Hon’ble minister
also presented Draupadi Samman Awards to three eminent
persons, Dr. K. N. Dixit (archeologist, Former ADG ASI), Dr. S.S
Biswas ( Museologist), Former DG National Museum and Dr. B.R
Mani (ADG ASI), and honour Draupadi Trust bestowed to these
renowned personalities who made deep rooted contribution to
ancient Indian archeology, art and culture.

Prof. Michel Danino, IIT Gandhi Nagar
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The first speaker Prof. Michel Danino in his talk
“Discovering the Saraswati River from 1855-2014” presented the
research history of identification of Saraswati River and he highlighted
the pioneer work of French Indologist C.F. Oldham in nineteenth
century. He points out the misconception of Hindutva identification of
Ghaggar and Hakra as River Saraswati, and supported this by giving
the list of foreign archaeologists who had identified the drainage
system by the same nomenclature Saraswati. The senior scientist of
ISRO

Dr. B. K. Bhadra, Sr, Scientist ISRO

Session 3 & 4: Evolution of Civilization in the Saraswati Basin
Chaired by: Sh. K. N. Dikshit, Chairman,
IAS and Dr. Rakesh Tiwari, DG, ASI

Shri K. N. Dikshit, ADG, ASI,
chaired the session 2.

Speakers: Dr Nandini Bhattacharya (SA
ASI), Dr R. S. Bisht (J.D. D G, retd. ASI),
Prof Vasant Shinde (VC Deccan College
Pune), Dr. B.R.Mani (ADG ASI), Prof. B. B.
Lal (DG, Rtd. ASI), and Prof V.H.
Sonawane (Baroda Univ.)

Prof. Vasant Shinde,
Vice-Chancellor, Deccan College,

The next session chaired by Shri K.N.
Dikshit, Chairman, Indian Archaeological
Society thematized
Evolution
of
Civilization in the Saraswati Basin in
which findings of Archaeologists on basin
of River Saraswati, by renowned scholars
like Dr Nandini Bhattacharya SA, ASI, Dr
R. S. Bisht Jt. Dir. DG, Retd. ASI, Prof
Dr. Nandini Bhattacharya-Sahu, ASI

Dr. B. R. Mani, ADG, ASI
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Vasant Shinde VC, Deccan College, Pune, Dr. B. R. Mani ADG, ASI
and Prof V.H. Sonawane Baroda Univ these renowned researchers
presented their view on various aspects of civilization that are reflected
in Rig-Veda texts too. Theses archaeologists explained the importance
of the River Saraswati in the Indian culture and literature. Further they
gave detailed talk on the Harappan sites excavated by each of
them...like Banawali, which is located on the dried bed of the same
River. Prof. Vasant Shinde in his presentation claimed Saraswati basin
to be the epicenter of the Harappan civilization. Mushrooming of new
dates from the mid Saraswati basin may result in the paradigm shift of
the concept that the Harappan Civilization emerged from West of Indian
sub continent and spread to East. With this Dr. B.R. Mani threw light on
sepulchral structures of Harappa and ended the session.

Session 5: Indus Saraswati Civilization, beyond the Saraswati Basin Civilization
Chaired by: Prof Vasant Shinde, Vice Chancellor, Deccan College,
Pune
Speakers: Prof V.H. Sonawane (Baroda Univ), Dr R. S. Bisht (J.D. D G,
retd. ASI), and Sh. K. N. Dikshit (Chairman, IAS)

Dr. R. S. Bisht,
Jt. DG (Retd.) ASI, GOI

This session chaired by Prof. Shinde with the Indus Saraswati
Civilization, beyond the Saraswati Basin Civilization, where the first
speaker Dr. Sonawane elucidated the recent trends in Harappan culture
in Gujarat. Padam Shree R. S. Bisht gave the talk on the Harappan
Metropolis of Dholavira. Shri K.N. Dikshit presented two research
works which discussed the early radiometric dates revealed by
Harappan sites of India. In the second paper, he explained the eastern
domain of Harappan sites.
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Day 3 – 28th March’ 2015 (9:00am to 5:30pm)
Session 6: The Date of Rig Veda and Allied Issues
Chaired by: Dr. B.R. Mani, ADG, ASI
Speakers: Dr. Bhagwan Singh (Vedic Scholar and Historian), Sh.
Ashok Bhatnagar (Rtd. ADG, Meterology Dept.), Dr. David
Frawley (Dir. American Institute of Vedic Studies) and Dr. Shivaji
Singh (Gorakhpur University)

Ashok K. Bhatnagar,
Rtd. ADG, Meteorology Dept.

Dr. Bhagwan Singh,
Vedic Scholar and Historian

Dr. Shivaji Singh,
Gorakhpur University

The sessions of Day 3 focused on the Date of Rig-Veda and the
politicization of Archaeology and History of Ancient India by
scholars who do not read their own past but are influenced by
misinterpretations of western scholars. The academic session
‘The date of the Rig-Veda and allied issue’ chaired by Dr. B.R.
Mani, ADG, ASI hosts the papers of galaxy of scholars from
disciplines. Vedic scholar and historian, Dr. Bhagwan Singh
showed the importance of the correlation of linguistic and
archaeology in the authentic search of Vedic culture. Shri Ashok
Bhatnagar, Rtd. ADG, Meteorology Dept, elucidated the dating of
Rig-Veda with the aid of astronomy and inferred that the dating of
Rigveda is at least 7000 BCE. Dr. David Frawley, Director,
American Institute of Vedic studies, USA interrogates the existing
theory that the Vedic culture is confined to the river banks. By
referring the verses of Vedas he claims that the Ocean plays an
important role in their culture. Dr. Shivaji Singh of Gorakhpur
University carefully correlated the Rig-Veda ideology and the
Harappan urban process.

Dr. David Frawley, Director,
American Institute of Vedic Studies
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Session 7: Movement of the Rig Vedic People and Legacy of the Indus – Saraswati
Civilization
Chaired by: Dr. Michel Danino, IIT, Gandhi Nagar.
Speakers: Dr. Shashi Tiwari (Prof. DU), Prof. B. B. Lal (DG, Rtd. ASI),
and Sh. Vishnu Kant (ASI)

Dr. Shashi Tiwari, DU

Dr. Michel Danino chaired the academic session ‘Movement of the
Rigvedic people and legacy of the Indus Saraswati Civilization’.
Prof. B.B. Lal explained the Rigvedic culture and its geographical
reference given in the literature. He emphasize that Vedic people
emigrates from India to Western Asia in the second millennium BCE. On
the behalf of Prof. Shiva Bajpai, USA Dr. Shashi Tiwari presented his
paer on the movement of the Vedic People with India and shared her
thoughts with the audience. Shri Vishnu Kant, ASA, ASI claims that
most of the Indian cultural and religious traits have their origin in the
Indus Saraswati Civilization.

Shri Vishnu Kant, ASI

Session 8: Politics in Studies of Ancient Indian History
Chaired by: Dr. David Frawley, Dir.,
American Institute of Vedic Studies.
Speakers: Dr. Keonard Elst (Historian,
Brussels), Prof. Dilip K. Chakravarti
(Donald Institute of Archaeological
Research, Cambridge University, UK), and
Dr Yvette Claire Rosser (Historian &
Author, USA)

Prof. Dilip K. Chakrabarti, Mc Donald
Institute of Archaeological Research

The next academic sessions included the
themes: “The politics in the studies of
ancient Indian history”. Prof. Dilip K.
Chakrabarti, renowned Historian and
Archaeologist of Cambridge University
minced no words when he showed how
political considerations have hampered the
understanding and teaching of our actual
historical past. He pointed out the gravity of
situation of Indian history because of
politicization. He questioned the possibility

Dr Yvette Claire Rosser,
Historian & Author, USA

Dr. Koenaard Elst, Historian, Brussels
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of dating texts and linguistic evidences,
emphasizing on comparative philology. Dr.
Keonard Elst, Brussels, talked about the
misconception of Aryan invasion theory
and proposed that Sanskrit must have
been the origin of language. Dr. Yvette
Claire Rosser (Ramrani) pointed out the
politics in the study of Ancient Indian history
again, emphasizing on the colors given by
politicians of various colors, and showed
with examples textbooks of Pakistan and
India how facts are distorted or sidelined to
please a certain ideology of history.

Session 9: Valedictory
Chaired by: Prof. Y. S. Rao Chairman, ICHR.

Prof. Y. S. Rao, Chairman, ICHR

The valedictory session commenced at 4.00 sessions was chaired by
Prof. Y.S Rao, Chairman Indian Council for Historical Research and the
valedictory address was given by Prof. Lokesh Chandra President
Indian Council for Cultural Relations. In his introductory remarks Prof.
Y.S Rao stressed on the need to revisit Historiography itself because, as
per him new findings bring new light to events of the past. He further
lamented “There’s these theories, the kind of theories which I’ve never
come across in case of European history or American history. Only in
the case of India we are facing so many questions which have been
created, discussed and finalized by the colonial time historians.”
The Seminar passed a resolution with a thumping majority...
The seminar resolved to request educational bodies responsible for the
drafting of school and university curricula and text books in the field of
ancient history, to ensure that obsolete theories left over by colonial
prejudices about Indian civilization should be phased out. These bodies
should set up a rigorous academic process to update the content of
curricula and text books and make sure that the latest discoveries are
taken into account and brought to the knowledge of our students.
Wherever differing interpretations are present in the scholarly world,
those should also be highlighted with impartiality and open-ended
attitude.
Prof. Lokesh Chandra in his Valedictory address highlighted the
importance of understanding the linguistics to derive that we are the
original Aryans native to our country. He Said ‘Many years ago the
Indian television soaps
showed several times about the Aryans
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marching in India and destroying everything that they saw on the way, it
was a presentation on the discovery of India by Pandit Nehru. It shocked
me to see that I’m a barbarian’ He further said “I made this statement
because this whole question of this Aryan Invasion/migration whatever
we may call it , the original sin of this lies in the language itself. The
perception of the western world and when they were the supreme
colonial powers and starting from Alexander and downward, the entire
western attitude towards us has been of conquest.” Prof Chandra gave
vivid examples of how we have to understand our own past with a
perspective that is different from that of European’s concepts of our
national identity.
We can’t be so sure about who were Maurya’s or Gupta’s, etc. All these
questions have been raised in such a way that they are more important
than the cultural and achievements are. This is one of the major
problems faced by all our historians. Suppose if we take all these
discussions before the students, then in what way should these be of
concern to them? Paledictoriym the V. Dr. Michell Danino summarized
the session on a critically appreciative note about the essence of
accepting new ideologies and adapting with varying observations of
different scholars with open mind. He read out the Resolution adopted
by all present –
The program concluded on a touching note wherein the organizers
presented a token of appreciation to all the scholars. It was a
Bhramhamnical Saraswati brass figure with a note that illustrated the
symbolic meaning of the Goddess Saraswati: Maa Saraswati
The goddess Saraswati is seated on a whitelotus, which symbolizes
light, knowledge and truth. Her iconography is typically in white themes
symbolizing Sattwa Guna or purity, discrimination for true knowledge,
insight and wisdom. Her husband Brahma represents the abstract and
she the action and reality. Hansa beside her symbolizes discrimination
between the good from the bad.
The four hands hold symbolic meaning —
Pustaka (book or script) - symbolizes the
Vedas representing the
universal, divine, eternal, and true knowledge,
mala (rosary, garland) - of crystals, representing the power of
meditation, inner reflection and spirituality.
water pot - represents powers to purify the right from wrong and the
essence from the misleading.
vina(musical instrument) - represents all creative arts and sciences,and
her holding it symbolizes expressing knowledge that creates harmony.
Saraswati is also associated withanuraga, the love for and rhythm of
music.
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