OBJECTIVE
Panchala region is a rich repository of tangible & intangible
heritage & culture and has a legacy of rich history and
literature, Kampilya being a great centre for Vedic leanings.
Tangible heritage is being preserved by Archaeological
Survey of India (Kampilya , Ahichchetra, Sankis etc being
nationally protected sites).However negligible or very little
attention has been given to the intangible arts & traditions
related to the Panchala history. Intangible heritage is a part
of the living traditions and form a very important component
of our collective cultures and traditions, as well as History.
As Draupadi Trust completed 10 years on 15th Dec 2013,
we celebrated our progressive woman Draupadi, and the
Rich Cultural Heritage of her historic Panchala Desha. We
organised the “Panchaala Maha Utsav” with special focus
on the Vedic city & Draupadi’s Kampilya. The main highlights
of this MahaUtsav were the Culture, Crafts and other
Tangible and Intangible Heritage of this rich land on the banks of Ganga, this reverend land of Draupadi’s
birth, land of Sage Kapil Muni, of Ayurvedic Gospel Charac Saminhita, of Buddha & Jain Tirthankaras,
the land visited by Hiuen Tsang & Alexander Cunningham, and much more.
This 5 day “Panchal-Desha Maha Utsav”
celebrated the spirit of the first woman who
raised her voice against injustice. The event
was structured for five days of activities
that highlighted the History, Archaeology,
Literature, Crafts of Panchala and also
had an interesting Panel Discussion on
Revisiting Draupadi, to understand the
socio cultural dimension of empowered
women. The components of five day
program were
(a) Folk performance from different states,
Panel Discussion on Revisiting Draupadi,
a Seminar on Significance of Panchal-National & International, and evening poetry titled Kavita Ki Ek Shaam
Panchali Ke Naam and an Exhibition showcasing a journey, through Maps & Images, of Panchal Desha political
history. The programs flowered as planned, spreading the fragrances of colourful Folk Traditions, enriching
Knowledge, beautiful Crafts and inspiring participation.
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Day 2
Monday, 16th December 2013
Revisiting Draupadi, a Panel Discussion on the socio
cultural dimensions of the status of women, traced from the
tribes and tribulation of Draupadi of the Mahabharta Era
The event was inaugurated by Dr. S.K. Goyal, former Director
General of ICCR, Ministry of External Affairs, Govt. of India.
The event commenced with the felicitation of our esteemed
chief guest and honored Panelists with the traditional Shawls
and token of appreciation presented were an ‘Akshay Paatra’
which was a representation of purity of thoughts and a token
of abundant prosperity, along with a ‘Parvati Momento’ which
was a replica of a piece from National Museum, that had
been found in the 1940’s in Panchala region of Achhishatra.
The main objective of the event was to Revisit Draupadi of
yesterday in today’s context, as the status of women in our
country is a matter of concern to each of us. Draupadi was the
Princess of a culturally rich and advanced Panchala Desha,
but got embroiled in a battle of political power between
cousins. The cultural ethos shattered and misperceptions
created, since then, about draupadi that still haunt us. The
historical Queen Draupadi is the role model for modern
women, the symbol, the icon, the metaphor for all liberated
personalities.

Dr Kavita Sharma, author of Queens of Mahabharata & Director IIC,
presenting her paper on Draupadi titled Now Let Me Sleep. The dais is
graced by Prof Pratibha Ray, author Yagya Senini, Dr Suresh K. Goel,
former DG ICCR, Dr Haripriya Rangarajan, VC Indian Arts Congress,
Dr Narendra Kohli, author Maha Samar, and Draupadi Trust Chairperson
Ms Neera Misra

The speakers were:
Dr. Pratibha Ray (Author of Yagna Senini)
Dr. Kavita Sharma (Author of Queens of Mahabharata)
Dr. Haripriya Rangarajan (Eminent Scholar)
Shri Narendra Kohli (Eminent Scholar)
A very impressive & enthusiastic audience.

Eminent Panelists on the dais - Prof Pratibha Ray, author Yagya Senini,
Dr Kavita Sharma, author of Queens of Mahabharata & Director IIC,
Dr Suresh K. Goel, former DG ICCR, Neera Misra Chairperson Draupadi Trust, Dr
Haripriya Rangarajan, VC Indian Arts Congress, Dr Narendra Kohli, author Maha
Samar

Vote of Thanks by Draupadi Trust Chairperson-Trustee, Ms Neera Misra
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